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following1 day that order was cancelled. In informing Li
Hung Chang about these developments, our Charge
d'affaires stated that negotiations were, no doubt, going on
between St. Petersburg and Berlin, which would result in
the speedy settlement of the misunderstanding at Kiao-
Chow.
The Foreign Minister, Count Muraviov, conceived the
idea of taking advantage of this situation for the purpose of
securing a base for our navy, It would be easy, he believed,
to justify our occupation of some point on Chinese territory
by our need of a strong base for our navy, should events
develop in a direction unfavourable to China.
Early in November, several Ministers, including myself,
received a memorandum drawn up by Count Muraviov. It
pointed out that the occupation of Kiao-Chow by the Ger-
mans offered a favourable occasion for us to seize one of
the Chinese ports, notably Port Arthur or the adjacent
Ta-lieng-wan. After a while we received an invitation to
a. conference called for the specific purpose of taking up
Count Muraviov's suggestion. The conference was pre-
sided over by His Majesty himself and was attended, besides
the author of the memorandum and myself, by the War
Minister, Vannovski, and the Director of the Naval Min-
istry, Tyrtov.
Count Muraviov declared that Russia needed a Pacific
port in the Far East and that the moment was opportune
for the occupation, or, more correctly, the seizure of Port
Arthur or Ta-lieng-wan. He pointed out that these ports
had an enormous strategical importance. I indignantly
protested against this measure. I reminded nay hearers
that we had declared the principle of China's territorial
integrity and that on the strength of that principle we
forced Japan to withdraw from the Liaotung peninsula,
which comprises Port Arthur and Ta-lieng-wan. I further
pointed to the fact that we had concluded a secret defen-